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Governors’ Spouses Laud Introduction of Legislation to Stop Underage Drinking

A group of governors’ spouses who comprise the Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free today praised Senators Mike DeWine (R-OH) and Chris Dodd (R-CT) and Representatives Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA), Frank Wolf (R-VA), Zach Wamp (R-TN), Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and Tom Osborne (R-NE) for introducing ground-breaking and much-needed legislation to prevent the spread of underage drinking.

The bill, the Sober Truth on Preventing (STOP) Underage Drinking Act, would coordinate efforts at the federal level, authorize a national adult-oriented media campaign against underage drinking, provide grants to prevention programs, and increase research and data collection on underage drinking.  

“The Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free has been working for five years to make more people aware of the serious health, social and academic risks associated with childhood drinking,” said Mary Easley, co-chair of the Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free and First Lady of North Carolina.  “We are pleased that Congress is joining us in this effort and we urge every Member of Congress to support this important legislation.

“The STOP Act recognizes the need for a coordinated, nationwide effort that includes cooperation and commitment from individuals, agencies and organizations from all quarters.  Only by working together will we be able to not only prevent, but finally achieve our goal of rejecting childhood drinking.”

“This bill is an excellent first step in a national effort to curb childhood drinking and I am particularly pleased that Senator DeWine of Ohio is one of the bill’s co-sponsors and authors,” said Hope Taft, co-chair of the Leadership and First Lady of Ohio.  “Childhood drinking is our nation’s number one public health problem and only a nationwide, coordinated approach will truly stem this epidemic.  Depression, suicide, and early and unwanted pregnancy are all correlated with underage drinking.  

“There is also evidence that children who begin drinking alcohol before they reach age 15 will develop alcohol abuse or dependence at some point in their lives. Furthermore, teens who drink heavily show diminished cognitive ability and their verbal skills, memory and perception of spatial relationships are impaired.  We can no longer ignore this dangerous and deadly problem.”  

Founded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free is a unique coalition of Governors’ spouses, Federal agencies, and public and private organizations committed to preventing the use of alcohol by children ages nine to 15.  More information is available at www.alcoholfreechildren.org.
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