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First Spouses Support Efforts to Establish a Semi-Postal Stamp;

Funds to Benefit Childhood Drinking Prevention Efforts

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free today announced its support for Senate Bill 2676, sponsored by Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) and Barbara Mikulski (D-MD), which would create a semi-postal stamp to raise funds for childhood drinking prevention and education.  The Leadership is a unique, bipartisan group of almost 50 current and emeritus gubernatorial spouses who are working to address the serious problem of drinking among children ages nine to 15.  

Childhood drinking is an enormous problem in the United States.  Two in five ninth graders say they had an alcoholic drink before age 13, and more than one in five eighth graders has been drunk at least once.  Many children drink, in part, because alcohol is easily available and because parents do not know they should talk to younger children about the dangers associated with alcohol.  But Congress took an important step to change that when Senators Hutchison and Mikulski introduced the bill to create the first-ever childhood drinking prevention semi-postal stamp.  The stamp would increase awareness and raise money for childhood drinking prevention and education. 

“Childhood drinking is a major national problem,” said Leadership Co-Chair Hope Taft, First Lady of Ohio.  “Depression, suicide and early pregnancy all correlate with underage drinking.  The Institute of Medicine recently concluded that childhood drinking costs our nation $53 billion each year in traffic crashes and violent crime alone.  And the younger a person is when drinking begins, the more likely he or she is to abuse alcohol later in life.  We have no more urgent priority than to stop childhood drinking before it starts.  The semi-postal stamp will do a tremendous amount to advance that cause.”

"The number of children who use alcohol before reaching age 13 is shocking and the consequences are tragic," Senator Hutchison said.  "Many Americans do not realize the prevalence and seriousness of childhood drinking. That is why I am proposing a semi-postal stamp on childhood drinking prevention. This stamp can help raise funds and publicize this important children's health issue in every home, school and community across the nation."
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"The effects of alcohol abuse can be devastating, particularly among our children," said Senator Mikulski. "We need to work together to stop this epidemic. That's why Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison and I are working together to raise awareness and help provide resources for 

childhood drinking prevention and education."

“We commend Senators Hutchison and Mikulski for their foresight and vision,” said Leadership Co-Chair and North Carolina First Lady Mary Easley.  “We hope every Member of Congress recognizes the importance of a childhood drinking prevention semi-postal stamp.  The more parents and young people know about the dangers of childhood drinking, the more likely they are to resist.  The semi-postal stamp the Senators have proposed can make a tremendous difference.” 

Founded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free is a unique coalition of Governors’ spouses, Federal agencies, and public and private organizations committed to preventing the use of alcohol by children ages nine to 15.  More information is available at www.alcoholfreechildren.org
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