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Underage drinking is linked to violent and aggressive behavior.

➾ According to a national survey, youths ages 12 to 17 who reported violent behaviors in the past
year reported higher rates of past year illicit drug or alcohol use compared with youths who did
not report violent behaviors.1

➾ Almost 12 percent of adolescent drinkers (about 1.2 million 7th – 12th graders) engage in alcohol-
related physical fighting.2

➾ A national study indicates that those who began drinking before age 14 were 11 times more likely
to have ever been in a fight while
drinking or after drinking than adults
who began drinking after the age
of 21.3

➾ Youths ages 12 to 17 who had
engaged in past month binge alcohol
use were almost four times as likely to
have carried a handgun in the past
year compared with youths who had
not engaged in binge drinking.4

Studies suggest that boys who
drink are prone to fighting and
sexual aggression.

➾ In one study, males were almost twice
as likely as females to engage in
alcohol-related physical fighting (15.6
percent of males and 8.0 percent of
females).5

➾ Among male high school students, 39
percent say it is acceptable for a boy to force sex with a girl who is drunk or high.6

Studies suggest that girls who drink are more likely to be victims of self-inflicted violence.

➾ Among eighth grade girls who drink heavily, 37 percent report attempting suicide, whereas 11
percent of girls who do not drink report attempting suicide.7

➾ Researchers estimate that alcohol use is implicated in one- to two-thirds of sexual assault and
“date rape” cases among teens and college students.8
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