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Underagedrinkingislinked toviolent and aggressive behavior.

Makin
g According to a national survey, youths ages 12 to 17 who reported violent behaviors in the past

th e Ll l‘lk year reported higher rates of past year illicit drug or alcohol use compared with youths who did
not report violent behaviors.t

Almost 12 percent of adolescent drinkers (about 1.2 million 71" — 12" graders) engage in alcohol-

Underage related physical fighting.2
D mn.kznﬂ and A national study indicates that those who began drinking before age 14 were 11 times more likely
Violence to have ever been in afight while
drinking or after drinking than adults
il Percentage of Youths Aged 12 to 17 Reporting Past
who bsegan drinki ng after the age Month Alcohol Use, by Whether or Not They Participated
of 21. in Violent Behaviors During the Past Year: 1999*
Youths ages 12to0 17 WhO had H None One or More Times
engaged in past month binge alcohol 407
use were almost four times as likely to € 34.1
have carried a handgun in the past S 5 30
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Sudiessuggest that boyswho g 1o
drink arepronetofightingand &
sexual aggression.
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In one study, males were almost twice Serious Group-Against-  Attacking Others
. . Fighting at Group Fighting with the Intent
aslikely asfemalesto engagein School or Work to Seriously
alcohol-related physical fighting (15.6 Hurt Them
percent Of mal €s and 8.0 percent Of * Data presented differ from previously published data from the 1999
ferna| eS) .5 NHSDA because of corrections made to imputation procedures.
' Source: NHSDA Report. Youth Violence Linked to Substance Use, 2001.
T ke Among male high school students, 39
National Institute on percent say it is acceptable for a boy to force sex with a girl who is drunk or high.®
Alcohol Abuse
andAlcoholism (NIH)
The Robert Wood Studiessuggest that girlswhodrink aremorelikely to bevictimsof self-inflicted violence.

Johnson Foundation
Among eighth grade girls who drink heavily, 37 percent report attempting suicide, whereas 11

Officeof Research
e percent of girls who do not drink report attempting suicide.”

Women'sHealth (NIH)

National Center on Minority Researchers estimate that alcohol use isimplicated in one- to two-thirds of sexual assault and
e thg?:;;;"; (NIH) “date rape”’ cases among teens and college students.®
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